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Programme note 

 
1. A very untidy state 

2. Cannot go 

3. Cold, selfish, animal and inferior 

4. And pleasures banish pain 

5. Le Palais de la mort 

This piano piece forms part of the larger cycle Matière: Le Palais de la mort (2021). 

The piece began to form in my mind at the time of a visit to Haworth Parsonage in 

summer 2019, looking round the house and in particular the square piano in one of the 

front rooms, and collections of music owned by Emily and Anne Brontë in particular. 

After reading further about the musical dimensions to the Brontë family, I began to 

form fantasies in my mind of a certain bombastic playing on the part of Emily (the 

most talented pianist of the siblings), incorporating some of the (then) popular pieces 

which she and Anne had in her collection, and developed an interest in creating a 

work of music which would be unquestionably from the present day, but incorporated 

aspects of the music which would have been heard in the Brontë household. 

Pitter-Pottering (2021) is the piano piece which resulted from this initial motivation, 

and contains the piano part to the first movement. This consists of a continuous thread 

of material, derived obliquely from the Pastoral Rondo by Daniel Steibelt (1765-

1823), which was in the Brontë music collection, and which in other guises also 

underpins the third and fifth movements. This is combined with derivations from a 

range of marches, waltzes, quadrilles, operatic overtures, and sonatas.  

 

Pitter-Pottering is dedicated to the wonderful pianist Annie Li, recalling her 

performance of Michael Finnissy’s The History of Photography in Sound in 2019. 

 

© Ian Pace 2021 
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