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TEXT 

Anonym - Malaka 

[Kristang - Portuguese dialect - adapted] 

“Keng teng fortuna fikah na Malaka,  

Nang keren partih bai otru tera.  

Para mi tudu jenti teng amizadi,  

Kontu partih logu fikah saudai.  

Ah Malaka, tera di San Francisku.  

Ah Malaka undi teng sempri fresku,  

Yo kereh fikah na Malaka.  

[English translation] 

“Who is lucky stays in Malacca,  

Doesn’t want to go to another land.  

In here everyone has friendship,  

When one leaves soon has saudade.  

Ah Malacca, land of Saint Francis.  

Ah Malacca, where there’s always freshness,  

I want to stay in Malaca." 



Álvaro de Campos 

[Portuguese - original - fragment] 

“Lisboa com suas casas  

De várias cores.  

Lisboa com suas casas  

De várias cores  

Lisboa com suas casas  

De várias cores…  

Lisboa com as suas  

De várias cores.  

Lisboa com suas casas  

De várias cores.” 

[English translation] 

“Lisbon with its houses  

Of various colours.  

Lisbon with its houses  

Of various colours.  

Lisbon with its houses  

Of various colours…  

Lisbon with its houses  

Of various colours.  

Lisbon with its houses,  

Of various colours.” 

E.E Cummings 

[Fragment of poem] 

“i carry your heart with me (i carry it in  

my heart) i am never without it(anywhere  

i go you go, my dear; and whatever is done  

by only me is your doing, my darling)” 



COMPOSER’S NOTES 

Colours (here in) it is a variety of emotions. On the one 
hand, there is a connection with what I am as a person, 
where I came from and what are my principles as human 
being, as for example, a very profound connection with 
Lisbon, in Portugal. Lisbon was a city where I lived for 7 
years, it was this city that taught me how to became a 
better human being and a better composer. On the other 
hand, there is a personal relation with, not only to whom 
the piece is dedicated (José Luís Ferreira, a composer and 
professor at the Lisbon Music College who died early in 

2018), but also to the ACJC Alumni choir who became a friend. 
The piece, has three texts, one by an anonymous poet, Álvaro de Campos - Portuguese poet and 
E.E. Cummings. With them, and its poems, I tried to do a journey between my emotions and 
connections, using E.E. Cummings’s poem to confess to the choir, to Lisbon, to my origins and to 
José Luís Ferreira “i carry your heart with me (i carry it in my heart)” 
This work is also a response to my research in ‘Architecture of sound - one composer’s auto 
ethnographic study into the inspirations and processes of composing’ at the Guildhall School of 
Music & Drama.
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