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Abstract  
 
This practice research project introduces the neologism autoscenography, to identify the 
place where the lived experience of the scenographer intersects with their 
practice. Drawing on theories of feminist building, place orientation, and calls for 
greater �D�J�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�H�O�G���R�I���µ�H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G�¶���V�F�H�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�����D�X�W�R�V�F�H�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���L�V���S�U�R�S�Rsed 
as a nourishing, fruitful parallel practice to the prevailing ways one might do the work of 
scenography. The practice is contextualised by a broad spectrum of references, 
congruent with a feminist approach to research methodology. The thesis details four 
practical autoscenographic �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����I�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���V�F�H�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�¶�V���I�R�F�X�V��
on performance space and evidencing different dimensions of the practice. A walking 
project explores the embodied, felt experience of being a scenographer with landscape. 
A second project re-stages family photographs, drawing on the family history of the 
scenographer and making her a part of the picture. Project 3 sees a feminist strategy of 
�µ�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J-�X�S�¶���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�D�W�U�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���H�Q�D�F�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���R�I���D���µ�'�H�D�U���-�R�K�Q�¶���O�H�W�W�H�U�����$��
final project explores the time-space potential of autoscenography and the role of the 
personal in research, through the scattering of a bespoke bookmark in borrowed or 
second-hand books. Autoscenography emerges as a space to consider the subjectivity 
of the scenographer in relation to their practice, and points to a range of possible 
directions for this work from self-reflection, through critical appraisal of the 
�V�F�H�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�¶�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���Q�H�Z���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V for - or an alternative to 
- professional practice. 
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