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Figure 1: Flow figure of search results from all data sources 
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Grey Literature 

WHO 

2 citations from WHO African Index Medicus (WHO AIM) 

 

Websites of key RMC-focused organizations 

39 citations from White Ribbon Alliance, WRA (and additional 76 

from a linked RMC wiki tool) 

1 citation from International Federation of Gyne. & Obs. (FIGO) 

2 citations from The HEARD Projecta 

19 citations from Quality of Care Network (QCN) 

1 citation from International Confederation of Midwives (ICM)b 

 

Documents/reports from websites of Ministries of Health (MoH)c 

7 from Central Africa  

21 from East Africa  

20 from Southern Africa  

4 from West Africa  

 

10 included  (1 WHO 

AIM, 5 WRA, 2 HEARD 

Project, 1 ICM, 1 MoH) 
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32 citations from 26 unique studies  

(24 journal papers, 5 manuals/ guides, 

2 reports and 1 PhD thesis) 

Standard academic databases 

 

1,776 citations in MEDLINE 

4,190 citations in EMBASE 

2,537 citations in CINAHL Complete 

2,679 citations in SCOPUS 

1,461 citations in Web of Science 

       Core Collections 

 

18 citations included  

12,643 citations 

retrieved in total 

4,609 duplicates 

removed in total 

8,034 titles/abstracts 

screened  

7,973 excluded 

43 excluded (reasons 

for exclusion are 

included in Annex 2) 

 

61 full-texts screened 

1820 in total excluded (duplicates, outside scope, 

irrelevant, 1 inaccessible) 

1 from WHO AIM 

130 from websites of key RMC-focused orgs. (34 

WRA + 76 RMC wiki tool, 1 FIGO, 19 QCN) 

5149 from MoH websites 

2 possible exclusions from sources above 

27 citations from 22 

unique studies 

informing review 



 

2 
 

a: One citation from the HEARD Project is a pack of 7 manuals/guides and powerpoint presentations from the Heshima Project. These have been counted as one citation in 
the flowchart, as they are multiple resources within a single study. 
 
b:  This citation from the ICM is a pack of 3 manuals/guides and powerpoint presentation from the RESPECT toolkit. These have been counted as one citation in the flowchart, 
as they are multiple resources within a single study. 
 
c: Breakdown of MoH reports gotten: East Africa (3 Ethiopia, 6 Kenya, 1 Madagascar, 4 Tanzania, 7 Uganda); Central Africa (3 Equatorial Guinea, 3 Congo Republic, 1 Burundi); 
Southern Africa (7 Mozambique, 13 South Africa); West Africa (2 Burkina Faso, 1 multi-country including Guinea, Ghana and Nigeria, and 1 pan-African) 
 
d: 2 training manuals, 1 PhD thesis and 1 journal paper retrieved from screening reference lists  


