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EU Membership and European identity in existing literature

m Non-EU Case Studies EU & Non-EU Focus

Assumes that European
identity is stronger within
the EU or conflates
membership with
European identity

Morlino (1999), Delanty
& Rumford (2005), Cram
(2011), Bellucci et al.
(2012)

European Social Survey

Focuses on particular
European countries’
identity in comparison to
the EU

Francesko (2005),
Thorhallsson (2015),
Schroedter (2015),
Bosilkov (2021)

Begins to explore
traditionally EU-focused
contributions towards
European identity in a
non-EU context

Schilde (2014), Svetlicinii
(2021)
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The influence of Brexit
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Troye Sivan reveals he thought that the UK left Europe’s continent:
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March for Europe,
Georgia, April 2024

European Social Survey europeansocialsurvey.org




c European
Social
Survey

ZHMA EYPQNAIKHE
NOAITIZTIKHE KAHPONOMIAL

H AKpOTroAn kai o répi autng ApxaioAoyikoi Xwpor
N kapdia g Apxaiac ABrvag
-1"jz: U TOTT0G, Omou avadeixBnkav of Baoikorepec TTUXEC
S BUpWTTaikng raurornrag; Anpoxparia, ®iAoooia, Otarpo
Emorrpeg, Téxvee
EVIQXBNKE 01OV Ka1aAoY0o Twy Eupwnaikiw TOTIWY TTOAIMATIKAC
KANPOvVORIGS NG Eupwmaikng Evwong yia 10 onpaviike poAo Trou 341143
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The Acropolis and its surrounding Archaeological Sites
the heart of Ancient Athens

IS the place where the most essential aspects

of the European identity emerged

Democracy, Philosophy, Theatre, Sciences, Arts

It features on e Cutopealt Omon s nst ol oo rea anaae sites
because of the significant role it has

plaved in the history and culture of Europe
EUROPE STARTS HERE!
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In his nine-volume work The Story of Civilisation (Vol.

2, “The Fight for Freedom’, discussing the Greco-Per-

sian Wars), Will Durant notes:

“The Greco-Persian War was the most momentous
conflict in European history, for it made Europe pos-

sible. It won for western civilization the opportunity

to develop its own economic life — unburdened with
alien tribute or taxation — and its own political insti-
tutions, free from the dictation of oriental kings. It
won for Greece a clear road for the first great experi-
mentin liberty.

The Athenian fleet that remained after Salamis
now opened every port in the Mediterranean to
Greek trade, and the commercial expansion that en-
sued provided the wealth that financed the leisure

europeansocialsurvey.org




Measuring European
Identity

1. Dimensions of European identity
2. ESS and European Ildentity
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Measuring European ldentity

Civic dimensions (Bruter 2005)
« Relate identification with institutions, rights, and rules of a political community

« (Can attachment to and support for an explicitly political community be
compatible with a European identity that exists within Europe, a social,
cultural, geographical and historical entity, not defined by the EU'’s institutions?

Social dimensions (Tafjel 1981)

« Attachment to, and identification with, Europe — knowledge of being European.

« Emotional connection and closeness to Europe — significance of being
European.
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Measuring European Identity in the ESS

And how lemotionallylfattached|do you feel to Europe®°?

Not at all Very
emotionally emotionally
attached attached

00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10

Significance of
the identity to a Knowledge of
respondent the identity
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ESS10: Scatter Plot of European Identity (Social) vs. EU Integration (Civic) per Country

Membership
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ESS10:
Strength of
European
Identity Across
Europe
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Analysis - Multilevel Linear
Regression

1. The effect of EU Membership on European
|dentity

2. Possible differences in identity between EU
Members and Non-Members
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Is there a significant
relationship between

EU Membership and
European identity?

Membership Full Model

European Identity;;

= 0 + [3; National Identity;;

+ B2 EU Integration;; + B3Sex;;

+ B4Education Years;;

+ BsReligiosity;j; + B¢LR Scalej;

+ B7Extremismy;; + BgAge;;

+ v1EU Membership;

+ yv2Income Group; + Hoj + Hok(j)
+ &5

Country-Level

EU Membership 0.68* (0.257) 0.29 (0.215)
Income Group 0.47* (0.115)
Individual-Level

National Identity 0.41* (0.003)
EU Integration 0.29* (0.002)
Sex (Female = 1) 0.10* (0.013)
Education Years 0.06* (0.002)
Religiosity 0.03* (0.002)
Left-Right Scale —-0.01* (0.003)
|deological Extremism —0.01* (0.004)
Age —0.003* (0.000)
AlC 547603 515563

R? Marginal 0.009 0.249

R2 Conditional 0.070 0.289

Source: ESS8, ESS9, ESS10 - unweighted. Country N = 31; N = 118,279. *p<0.01
Reported for individual and country level are the unstandardized regression coefficients and in
parentheses the standard errors. Continuous variables are mean centred. VIF values between 1.01-1.13.
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Initial Takeaways

« The question of European identity should be explored with a
focus that extends beyond the realms of the EU.

« As part of the EU’s aim to increase support for integration
through the promotion of a supranational identity, the EU would
do well to look outwards by encouraging research into what
builds European identity even in non-member states.

« This could feed into identity and enlargement policies.
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Are there significant
differences between
EU Members and
Non-Members in the
variables that have
an effect on

EU Members

Non-EU Members

Country-Level
Income Group

Individual-Level
National Identity

EU Integration

Sex (Female = 1)
Education Years

Religiosity

0.447* (0.137)

0.445* (0.003)
0.273* (0.003)
0.081* (0.014)
0.061* (0.002)
0.029* (0.002)

0.561 (0.233)

0.279* (0.008)
0.338* (0.007)
0.217* (0.034)
0.046* (0.005)
0.040* (0.006)

{3

European identity? Left-Right Scale

Ideological Extremism

~0.004 (0.003)
~0.012* (0.004)

~0.033* (0.007) ¢mmm
~0.005 (0.011) <mmm

Age ~0.003* (0.000) ~0.001 (0.001) <¢mm
N 98953 19326

Country N 24 7

AIC 427616 87130

R? Marginal 0.257 0.200

RZ Conditional 0.294 0.260

Source: ESS8, ESS9, ESS10 - unweighted. *p<0.01
Reported for individual and country level are the unstandardized regression coefficients and in parentheses
the standard errors. Continuous variables are mean centred. VIF values between 1.00-1.13.
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