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Appendix iii: Literature search strategy 

Resources used 

 Ebscohost: offers access to various research databases.  All my searches were 

restricted to CINAHL, MEDLINE, PsycInfo and SOC Index. 

 International Bibliography of Social Sciences (IBSS): a database produced by 

the London School of Economics and Political Science with a broad coverage of 

international material.  All my searches were restricted to publications within 

sociology or anthropology. 

 JSTOR: an archive of journals in key fields in the humanities, arts and social 

sciences.   All my searches were restricted to abstracts in English within 

anthropology, sociology, African studies, health sciences, women’s studies and 

health policy. 

 Reference lists of key review articles. 

 Conference abstracts: IAS, BHIVA, CROI databases were searched for relevant 

abstracts on uptake of ART in pregnancy, HIV viral load at delivery, vertical 

transmission, antenatal care access, postnatal follow-up, stigma in PMTCT 

services, infant feeding and Pentecostalism (2009-2013). 

 Google Reader: Since March 2010 I have used a web-based aggregator to 

subscribe to RSS feeds from key publications within (i) HIV/AIDS and (ii) 

Anthropology.  I was alerted to new content as it was published and was able to 

identify papers that were relevant to this thesis.  The key clinical publications 

were:  HIV/AIDS: HIV Medicine; STI Online; AIDS; JAIDS; AIDS Care; AIDS 

Patient Care; AIDS & Behavior; Clinical Infectious Diseases; International 

Journal of STD & AIDS; African Journal of AIDS Research; The Lancet; The 

New England Journal of Medicine.  The key anthropological publications were: 

Qualitative Inquiry; Field Methods; Annual Review of Anthropology; Ethnos; 

Body & Society; American Anthropologist; American Ethnologist; Journal of 

the Royal Anthropological Institute; Social Science & Medicine; Medical 

Anthropology Quarterly; Ethnography; Culture, Health & Society; Ethnicity & 

Health. 
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 Twitter: Throughout this study I have subscribed to twitter feeds from a number 

of HIV/AIDS and health organisations including Sigma Research; Sophia 

Forum; Aidsmap News; National AIDS Trust; AVERT; BASELINE; UNAIDS; 

WHO; HIV InSite; STI_BMJ; and HIV Insight.   

Literature search strategy specific to each chapter (including search terms) 

Chapter 1: Introduction 

 Epidemiology of HIV and HIV and pregnancy: data obtained from publications 

(2009-2013) by UNAIDS, WHO, Public Health England (formerly the Health 

Protection Agency) and the National Study of HIV in Pregnancy and Childhood. 

Chapter 2: Literature review 

I specifically hand searched publications by the following study groups: National Study 

of HIV in Pregnancy and Childhood (NSHPC), European Collaborative Study (ECS), 

Women and Infants Transmission Study (WITS), Swiss Mother and Child HIV Cohort 

Study (MoCHIV, now part of the Swiss Cohort Study), French Perinatal Cohort (EPF-

ANRS CO1).  These are the largest contemporary studies addressing HIV and 

pregnancy in resource-rich countries.  

Uptake of ART: 

 Ebscohost (restricted to 2000-2013): SU (HIV OR AIDS) AND TI  uptake OR 

decline OR participa* OR refusal OR adher*) AND AB (pregnan* OR *natal 

OR matern* OR MTCT OR PMTCT). 

Viral load at delivery:  

 Ebscohost (restricted to 2000-2013): AB (viral load OR virological suppression 

OR virological control OR response OR *detectable) AND SU (HIV OR AIDS) 

AND TI (pregnan* OR matern* or *natal). 

Vertical transmission:  

 Ebscohost: (TI (HIV OR AIDS)) AND (TI (Mother-to-child transmission OR 

MTCT OR vertical transmission OR PMTCT)) AND (AB (rates OR risk factors 

OR predictors)).  
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Antenatal booking:  

 Ebscohost: SU ((HIV OR AIDS) ) AND TI ( antenatal care OR ante natal care 

OR prenatal OR maternity service OR maternity care OR booking OR antenatal 

clinic).  

 References on ethnicity and late antenatal booking in general population 

obtained from a key review paper
1
. 

Loss to follow-up postnatally: 

 Ebscohost: SU (HIV OR AIDS) AND TI ( follow-up OR follow up OR care OR 

return OR access ) AND TI (after preg* OR post preg* OR post partum OR 

mother*). 

HIV in African migrants in London:  

 Publications by East London Study group, Anderson J and Doyal L, Burns F. 

HIV and pregnancy in migrant women:  

 Ebscohost: AB (migrant* OR refugee* OR immigrant* OR asylum) AND SU 

(HIV OR AIDS) AND AB (pregnan* OR matern* or *natal).  

Qualitative studies on HIV and pregnancy: 

 Ebscohost: TI (HIV OR AIDS ) AND TI ( matern* OR pregnan* OR antenatal ) 

AND AB ( experience OR qualitative OR sociolog* OR anthropolog* OR 

narrative OR interview* OR ethnograph*).  

 JSTOR (restricted to 2000-2013): (HIV OR AIDS) AND (pregnan* OR mother* 

OR *MTCT).  

 IBSS (restricted to 2000-2013): AB (HIV OR AIDS)  AND AB(preg* OR 

*natal OR *MTCT OR mother*).  

Chapter 3: Methods 

Mixed methods research: references obtained by hand searching the Journal of Mixed 

                                                             
1
 Rowe, R. E. and Garcia, J. (2003). "Social class, ethnicity and attendance for antenatal care in the 

United Kingdom: a systematic review." Journal of Public Health 25(2): 113-119. 
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Methods Research in 2007 -2013, and from expert recommendations at the Mixed 

Methods International Conference 2010, 2011 and 2012. 

Chapter 4: Epidemiological overview of HIV and pregnancy in the UK 

Not applicable. 

Chapter 5: Using antiretroviral therapy in pregnancy 

Not applicable. 

Chapter 6: Pentecostalism and divine healing  

 Ebscohost (restricted to 1990-2011): (pentecostal*/charismatic) AND 

(HIV/AIDS). 

 IBSS: AB (pentecostal*/charismatic) AND AB (HIV/AIDS). 

 JSTOR: (pentecostal*/charismatic) AND (HIV/AIDS) AND 

(Africa*/UK/Europe). 

 City University London, UCL and SOAS Library catalogues: search for 

Pentecostal OR Pentecostalism OR Charismatic Christianity. 

 Key texts on Anthropology of Religion from reading list for Anthropology of 

Religion Module, UCL Masters Course in Medical Anthropology.   

Chapter 7: Engaging with health services during pregnancy 

Stigma during labour: 

 Ebscohost: SU ((HIV OR AIDS)) AND AB (antenatal care OR ante natal care 

OR prenatal OR maternity service OR maternity care OR antenatal clinic OR 

midwives OR labour) AND AB (stigma* OR discrimina* OR attitude*).  

 References on maternity services in the UK (including care of women from 

minority ethnic groups) obtained from a maternity services reading list prepared 

by the Kings Fund
2
. 

Chapter 8: Loss to follow-up after pregnancy 

                                                             
2
 The Kings Fund (2011).  Reading List: Maternity Services.  
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Not applicable. 

Chapter 9: Infant feeding in the context of HIV 

 Ebscohost (restricted to 2000-2013):  

- AB (HIV/AIDS) AND AB (infant fe*/breast fe*/replacement fe*) AND 

(UK/United Kingdom/England/Scotland/Wales/London). 

- AB (HIV/AIDS) AND AB(infant fe*/breast fe*/replacement fe*) AND 

(Africa*/Nigeria*/South Africa*/Zimbabw*/Uganda*). 

 IBSS: 

-  AB (infant fe*/breast fe*/replacement fe*) AND AB (Africa*).. 

- AB (HIV/AIDS) AND AB (infant fe*/breast fe*/replacement fe*). 

 JSTOR (restricted to 1990-2013): (HIV/AIDS) AND (breastfe*/infant 

fe*/replacement fe*/formula fe*). 

 City University London, UCL and SOAS Library catalogues: search for 

breastfeeding OR infant feeding. 

 Further key clinical references obtained from presentation by Dr Graham Taylor 

at the Joint RCOG/BHIVA Multidisciplinary Conference on HIV and Pregnancy 

(20/01/2012) available at  

http://www.bhiva.org/documents/Conferences/RCOG-

BHIVA/2012Presentations/GrahamTaylor.pdf  

Chapter 10: Discussion 

Not applicable. 

Chapter 11: Final reflections 

Not applicable. 
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Appendix iv: NSHPC notification forms 
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Appendix v: Participant characteristics (semi-structured interviews) 

Name Age Country of Birth Time in UK Immigration status Education Employed Religion Marital status 

Mary 33 Zambia 20 Secure Higher No Catholic Single 

Ede 34 Nigeria 6 Secure Higher Yes Pentecostal Married 

Patricia 37 Nigeria 7 Insecure Secondary No Catholic Relationship 

Grace 39 Ghana 14 Insecure Secondary No Pentecostal Married 

Mehret 31 Ethiopia 7 Secure Secondary No Christian (orthodox) Single 

Fatima 28 Ivory Coast 5 Secure Secondary Yes Muslim Married 

Audrey 34 Zimbabwe 9 Secure Secondary Yes Christian (unknown) Relationship 

Sandrine 31 Cameroon 8 Secure Higher No Catholic Relationship 

Patience 39 Uganda 8 Secure Higher Yes Pentecostal Single 

Bolade 37 Nigeria 4 Insecure Higher Yes Pentecostal Relationship 

Femi 34 Nigeria 3 Insecure Higher Yes Protestant Single 

Marie 28 Cameroon* 6 Insecure Higher Yes Pentecostal Married 

Nancy 35 Congo 8 Secure Higher Yes Catholic Relationship 

Stella 36 Nigeria 6 Secure Higher Yes None Single 

Mariama 28 Guinea 2 Insecure Primary No Muslim Single 

Thandiwe 41 Zambia 16 Secure Higher No Pentecostal Single 

Effia 32 Ghana 0 Insecure Higher Yes Pentecostal Married 

Semret 33 Eritrea 11 Secure Higher Yes None Relationship 

Hope 41 Uganda 7 Insecure Higher Yes Catholic Married 

Rachel 38 Kenya 2 Secure Secondary No Pentecostal Single 

Ruth 26 Uganda 9 Insecure Secondary Yes Pentecostal Relationship 

Faith 29 Kenya 11 Secure Secondary Yes Catholic Married 

Esther 35 Ghana 11 Secure Secondary No Pentecostal Married 

Charity 29 Zimbabwe 11 Insecure Higher No Christian (Adventist) Single 

*Brought up in Nigeria since infancy.  Definitions:  Secure immigration status was defined as being a UK citizen, a recognised refugee or having exceptional or 

indefinite leave to remain. Anyone not in these categories was defined as having insecure immigration status.  Secondary education is defined as up to secondary 

school.  Higher education was defined as college or university education (including higher professional qualifications).  Married included cohabiting relationships. 
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Appendix vi: Interview guide 

Interviews during pregnancy 

Can you tell me about this pregnancy so far? 

 

Can you tell me about your health?  What has life been like since being diagnosed 

with HIV? 

 

What is life like at the moment?  What makes life easier, what makes life harder? 

 

How do you feel about the future? 

 

Given your experiences what do you think might make pregnancy difficult if you 

have HIV? 

 

Why do you think some women might miss hospital appointments? 

 

What do you think would make the experience easier? 

 

Is there anything you would like me to feed back to the managers or doctors here? 
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Post-natal interviews 

Can you tell me how have things been since we last chatted? 

 

How was the delivery? 

 

What happened after hospital?  How did you manage at home? 

 

How’s it going with the baby’s feeding? 

 

How does it feel being a mum? 

 

How was it coming back to clinic? 

 OR 

Will you be coming back to clinic? 

 

How have you found the experience of this pregnancy from beginning to now when 

you look back? 

 

How have you found the experience of being in this study? 

 

Is there anything important that you think we haven’t talked about? 
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Appendix vii: Sample participant information sheet (NHS)
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Appendix viii: Sample consent forms 
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Appendix ix: Ethical approcal (City University Research 

Ethics Committee) 
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Ref:  PhD/09-10/10 

 

18 May 2010 

Dear Shema 

 

Re:  Experience/Outcome of pregnancy in African women living with HIV in 

the UK 

Thank you for forwarding amendments and clarifications regarding your project.  

These have now been reviewed and approved by the Chair of the School 

Research Ethics Committee, with the proviso that you forward a final copy of all 

documentation for the files, as requested by the Chair of the Committee, Nick Drey. 

Please find attached, details of the full indemnity cover for your study. 

Under the School Research Governance guidelines you are requested to contact 

myself once the project has been completed, and may be asked to complete a brief 

progress report six months after registering the project with the School. 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me as below.  

Yours sincerely 

Carol Dossett 
Carol Dossett 
Research Administrator  

c.dossett@city.ac.uk 

0207 040 5763 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     School of Community and Health Sciences 

 

 

 
 

 

Research Office 
20 Bartholomew Close 

London EC1A 7QN 
 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7040 5763 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7040 5409 

 

www.city.ac.uk 

mailto:H.E.Reid@city.ac.uk
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Appendix x: Ethical approval (West London Research 

Ethics Committee on behalf of NHS centres) 
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Appendix xi: Sample participant information sheet 

(church)
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