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Effect of telehealth on glycaemic control: analysis
of patients with type 2 diabetes in the Whole
Systems Demonstrator cluster randomised trial
Adam Steventon1*, Martin Bardsley1, Helen Doll2, Elizabeth Tuckey1 and Stanton P Newman3
Abstract

Background: The Whole Systems Demonstrator was a large, pragmatic, cluster randomised trial that compared
telehealth with usual care among 3,230 patients with long-term conditions in three areas of England. Telehealth
involved the regular transmission of physiological information such as blood glucose to health professionals
working remotely. We examined whether telehealth led to changes in glycosylated haemoglobin (HbA1c) among
the subset of patients with type 2 diabetes.

Methods: The general practice electronic medical record was used as the source of information on HbA1c. Effects
on HbA1c were assessed using a repeated measures model that included all HbA1c readings recorded during the
12-month trial period, and adjusted for differences in HbA1c readings recorded before recruitment. Secondary
analysis averaged multiple HbA1c readings recorded for each individual during the trial period.

Results: 513 of the 3,230 participants were identified as having type 2 diabetes and thus were included in the
study. Telehealth was associated with lower HbA1c than usual care during the trial period (difference 0.21% or
2.3 mmol/mol, 95% CI, 0.04% to 0.38%, p = 0.013). Among the 457 patients in the secondary analysis, mean HbA1c
showed little change for controls following recruitment, but fell for intervention patients from 8.38% to 8.15% (68 to
66 mmol/mol). A higher proportion of intervention patients than controls had HbA1c below the 7.5% (58 mmol/mol)
threshold that was targeted by general practices (30.4% vs. 38.0%). This difference, however, did not quite reach
statistical significance (adjusted odds ratio 1.63, 95% CI, 0.99 to 2.68, p = 0.053).

Conclusions: Telehealth modestly improved glycaemic control in patients with type 2 diabetes over 12 months.
The scale of the improvements is consistent with previous meta-analyses, but was relatively modest and seems
unlikely to produce significant patient benefit.

Trial registration number: International Standard Randomized Controlled Trial Number Register ISRCTN43002091.
Background
As the population ages, more people are living with
long-term conditions such as diabetes, putting pressure
on healthcare systems. Policy makers are exploring ways
to improve the efficiency of healthcare services, while in-
creasing or maintaining the quality of the care provided
[1]. Care of patients with diabetes typically aims to reduce
the risk of complications while minimizing harms associ-
ated with therapy, and thus increase longevity and health-
related quality of life. Glycaemic control as measured by
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glycosylated haemoglobin (HbA1c) is a major goal [2], but
it remains difficult for many patients to achieve targeted
levels [3].
Self monitoring of blood glucose is well-established as

an important component of diabetes management for
insulin-treated patients [4] and has also been found to
be important in some studies of non-insulin dependent
patients [5,6]. Recently, increasing attention has been
paid to remote monitoring using telehealth devices,
which enable physiological information, including blood
glucose, to be sent on regular basis to healthcare profes-
sionals working remotely [7]. Telehealth might be more
effective at improving glycaemic control than ‘usual care’
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including standard self monitoring, as it involves goal
setting, transmission of blood glucose information, and
more immediate feedback from a healthcare professional
[8]. From a policy perspective, telehealth has been
attractive in part because the greater oversight and self
care believed to be associated with telehealth might lead
to fewer, expensive unplanned hospital admissions and
over time fewer long-term complications [9].
In a meta-analysis of 12 trials, telehealth was associ-

ated with lower HbA1c levels than usual care [10], but
the average sample size was small, at 216 patients. Over
half of the research participants represented in the meta-
analysis came from a single trial (the IDEATel trial), which
recruited 1,665 participants from medically underserved
areas of New York State. In this trial, the improvements in
HbA1c associated with telehealth were sustained over five
years, and amounted to 0.29% at the end of that period
(3.2 mmol/mol) [11-13]. IDEATel, however, began recruit-
ing participants in 2002 when telehealth was relatively
new. It used interventions designed by the evaluation team
and eligibility criteria that excluded some groups of
patients, such as those under age 55. It is therefore of
interest to know the effect of telehealth when it is pro-
vided to a broader set of patients as part of the routine
delivery of healthcare. People implementing telehealth
today will likely make different decisions to the IDEA-
Tel group, because they have access to commercially-
provided telehealth equipment and they operate in a
different context.
In order to address weaknesses in the evidence

about telehealth and other assistive technologies, the
Department of Health in England announced three large
demonstration sites in 2006 [14]. These sites were tasked
with implementing whole system redesign aimed at inte-
grating care teams, supported by a broad class of assistive
technologies. The resulting evaluation included a large
cluster randomised trial to assess the additional benefit
of telehealth within this context (the Whole Systems
Demonstrator trial, or WSD). Because pre-existing tele-
health trials tended to be small and heterogeneous [15],
the WSD aimed to have greater generalisability with
over 3000 patients. To accomplish this aim, a pragmatic
design was used [16] to compare telehealth with usual
care (described below). A parallel trial, conducted in the
same demonstration sites but not discussed in this
paper, assessed the impacts of telecare for people with
social care needs [17,18].
The WSD evaluation found some indications that tele-

health was associated with fewer unplanned (‘emergency’)
hospitalisations and deaths than usual care among a popu-
lation with diabetes, heart failure or chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease [19]. However, there were no overall
improvements in quality of life for patients [20], and no
evidence of cost effectiveness at usual willingness-to-pay
levels [21]. The effect of telehealth on clinical metrics such
as HbA1c has not previously been reported, but it would
help to clarify the potential mechanisms for the observed
effects and the role that telehealth can play towards meet-
ing important treatment goals.
While the current study tested whether telehealth led

to changes in glycaemic control among the subset of WSD
participants with type 2 diabetes, another strand of the
evaluation is assessing the effect of telehealth on disease-
specific quality of life for these patients. Existing qualita-
tive studies have assessed the patient, professional, and
organizational factors related to implementation [22-24].

Methods
Design of the Whole Systems Demonstrator trial
The WSD was designed as a pragmatic trial to assess the
impact of telehealth when introduced as part of the rou-
tine delivery of care. Unlike explanatory trials that com-
pare highly-specified interventions in controlled situations
on tightly defined cohorts of patients, pragmatic trials
often use broad eligibility criteria to enrol patients, test
flexible interventions as practiced by typical (not expert)
practitioners, and make comparisons with usual care [25].
Therefore, an important part of the evaluation design was
to leave aspects of the design of the telehealth interven-
tions to local teams. The protocol for the trial and evalu-
ation has already been published [14], along with a
detailed description of the interventions (Web Appendix
[21], and Web Appendix 2 [20]). We summarise the main
features below.
The Department of Health selected the WSD sites in

2006 through a competitive process because (a) they
were considered the most likely to succeed in scaling up
remote care as part of a whole system redesign, and (b)
they were considered representative of the range of local
health and social care systems in England [22]. Cornwall,
Kent and Newham in East London were chosen. In order
to recruit suitably large numbers of patients, and because
individual randomisation was unlikely to be acceptable to
stakeholders, cluster randomisation was used [14]. Thus,
all general practices in the three demonstration sites were
invited to participate by site teams, and the general prac-
tices that accepted the invitation were randomised accord-
ing to a centrally-administered minimisation algorithm to
provide patients for either telehealth or usual care.
Patient inclusion criteria specified only age 18 years or

over, plus a diagnosis of diabetes, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease or heart failure. Patients with these
diagnoses were sourced from the existing lists of patients
registered at participating general practices, using rou-
tine primary and secondary care data and referral letters
from clinicians. Exclusion criteria related to the patient
not understanding the instructions for the equipment
(which were provided in English), or living in a home
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unsuitable for telehealth (for example, with inadequate
telephone line connection). Eligibility was not conferred
on the basis of a formal clinical assessment of disease
severity, and patients with additional co-morbidities (in
addition to the targeted long-term conditions) were not
excluded from participation.
Once potentially eligible patients had been identified,

they were written to at home and asked for their permis-
sion to share data with the research team so that their
eligibility could be confirmed. Thus, all participants signed
a consent form to agree to their details being examined to
establish their eligibility for the trial. Once eligibility had
been established, they were visited at home, where they
signed a further consent form to agree to participate in
the trial. Treatment allocations for patients followed those
of the general practices at which the patients were regis-
tered. Though patients were not told about these alloca-
tions until after consent had been given, the long period of
recruitment and cluster-randomised method meant it was
not always possible to blind those recruiting patients.
The target sample size for the trial was 3,000 patients,

based on the numbers needed to detect a 17.5% change
in the primary outcome (hospitalisation proportion) from
the levels assumed for usual care (with an intra-cluster
correlation of 0.001 and an assumed cluster size of 25)
[19]. Patient recruitment began in May 2008 and was
scheduled to end in September 2009, though a small
number of patients were recruited later.
The current study was conducted on the subset of

WSD patients who had diabetes as their ‘index condi-
tion’. In the WSD trial, these index conditions were
assigned in order to limit the number of disease-specific
questionnaires given to patients; where a patient had
more than one of the targeted long-term conditions, one
condition was selected using randomisation [20]. We
further restricted the sample to patients with type 2
(rather than type 1) diabetes by applying codes to the
diagnoses recorded in general practice data (codes given
in Additional file 1).

Interventions
The trial was not designed to investigate the effect of indi-
vidual service configurations or technologies [14]. Rather,
it sought to understand the effects of ‘telehealth’, as a class
of technologies that was added to standard support and
treatment, compared with standard care alone. Consistent
with the pragmatic design, sites were intentionally left to
design aspects of their own telehealth services, such that
there was some scope to tailor the services to local needs
and resources. However, in all sites, telehealth equipment
included a base unit (freestanding or a television set top
box) and a glucometer for diabetes, weighing scales for
heart failure and pulse oximeters for chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. In addition, most intervention patients
received blood pressure monitors regardless of their long-
term condition. Patients with multiple conditions could
receive several peripherals. The peripherals communicated
with the base unit either wirelessly or by cable.
The telehealth equipment reminded participants to

take physiological measurements at the same time each
day for up to five days per week, with the frequency
adjusted according to participants’ individual clinical
histories. For example, participants with diabetes and
well-controlled blood glucose were typically asked to
take readings less frequently than participants whose
blood glucose was poorly controlled. In addition to the
telemonitoring aspect of the intervention, symptom
questions (e.g., ‘how are you feeling today compared
with yesterday?’) and educational messages were sent
to participants, either via the telehealth base unit or
via a set top box connected to a television, depending
on the study site.
Readings and answers to symptom questions were sent

to monitoring centres using store-and-forward technology
and secure servers. These centres were staffed with trained
support workers and either specialist nurses or commu-
nity matrons, depending on the site. Incoming biometric
readings were automatically transformed into a traffic light
classification of clinical risk, using thresholds (set initially
on the basis of clinical guidelines or by a clinician
responsible for the patient’s care) and algorithms that
differed between sites. Urgent readings (‘red flags’) were
reviewed and responded to daily, while other readings
could also be reviewed to identify deteriorations in
health. The scope of nurses to respond to the informa-
tion from patients varied according to their role, with
community matrons tending to have greater scope than
monitoring centre nurses to initiate clinical interven-
tions, such as a home visit or medicine titration within
certain limits. However, all nurses could evaluate the
patient, offer advice on disease management and refer
patients to other healthcare professionals, such as general
practitioners. Monitoring nurses were also able to transmit
health related questions, messages, or videos to educate
patients on their conditions, using the telehealth base unit
or set top box.
The Department of Health provided funding to the

demonstration sites for the telehealth interventions, as
well as project manager support for the implementation
of telehealth. Telehealth patients were not charged for
using the telehealth services (including calls to the mon-
itoring teams), but they were expected to have a tele-
phone line and electricity.
Control patients were not provided with any specific

support as part of their participation in the trial, though
a subset participated in nested questionnaire studies
[20,21]. They received usual care for the study sites,
which excluded telehealth but for some patients
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included self-monitoring of blood glucose as agreed with
their clinician. Control patients were offered telehealth
at the end of the 12-month trial period if they were still
eligible at that point.
Collection of data on HbA1c
The original trial protocol specified that HbA1c would be
collected at baseline, 3-month follow-up, and 12-month
follow-up. During the course of the trial, however, prac-
tical issues with the complex, community-based recruit-
ment procedure were identified that meant that the
protocol was revised so that bespoke clinical measures
were no longer collected. Instead, an analysis of the
electronic medical record was planned. In England,
these electronic records are used to calculate general
practice entitlements to performance-related pay under
the Quality Outcomes Framework (QOF). At the time
of the trial, QOF criteria included the maintenance of
codes for the diagnosis of diabetes, together with regu-
lar recording of HbA1c [26]. Although it was recognised
that these data would have limitations (discussed below),
it was expected that they would be more complete for
diabetes than for heart failure or chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease.
All general practices participating in the trial were

asked to share event-level data from the electronic
medical record for their registered adult patients [27].
Data were effectively anonymised (‘pseudonymised’)
before they were transferred to the evaluation team,
with patient identifiers removed and a unique patient
identifier (the ‘NHS number’) encrypted. The encrypted
NHS number was used to link the general practice data
to trial data sets [17].
The use of routine data meant that it was necessary to

exclude a small number of participants. First, we ex-
cluded patients who were not linked to the routine data
because NHS numbers were not available for encryption.
A second exclusion arose because our study focused on
the period from two years before a patient was recruited
in the trial to 12 months following that recruitment (or
death, if sooner) – this was known as the ‘observation
period’. We were concerned that, although all patients
were registered at a participating general practice at
the time of trial recruitment, they might have been reg-
istered at another general practice at some other point
during the observation period. If this other general
practice did not provide data for the evaluation (for ex-
ample, because it did not participate in the trial), then
we would have incomplete information about diagnosis
codes and HbA1c. As a result, we restricted the ana-
lysis to patients who were always registered with one of
the observed general practices during the observation
period.
Baseline characteristics
Baseline variables were derived using the general prac-
tice data (see codes in Additional file 1). Consistent with
other strands of the evaluation [19], for the purpose of
calculating variables, the trial start date was taken as the
date of telehealth installation for intervention patients,
and as the date of the initial project team visit for
controls.
In cluster-randomised trials, selection bias is theoret-

ically possible, either through systematic differences be-
tween practices in the control and intervention groups,
or through similar differences at the individual level
[28]. Following previous work [19], we present standar-
dised differences as a summary measure of differences
between groups at baseline; these were defined as the
differences in sample means (or proportions), divided
by the pooled standard deviation [29]. For continuous
variables, we also present the variance ratio, defined as
the variance in the intervention group divided by the
variance among controls [30].

Analysis of HbA1c frequency
We did not expect telehealth to alter the frequency with
which HbA1c was recorded in general practice (as indi-
cated by previous work [27]). To confirm this, we com-
pared numbers of HbA1c readings during the 12-month
trial period between treatment groups using chi-squared
tests. We also tested whether readings were made uni-
formly across the trial period, using the Kolmogorov-
Smirnov test and pooled data across both treatment
groups.

Comparison using repeated measures models
Analysis of HbA1c levels was conducted on an intention-
to-treat basis, using all HbA1c readings recorded within
the observation period. Analysis was conducted using a re-
peated measures linear regression model, which included
adjustment factors (fixed effects) for:

� Time (to account for secular trends in HbA1c);
� Trial arm (to account for differences in HbA1c

between treatment groups before the start of the
trial); and

� The interaction of trial arm and period (to estimate
the impact of allocation to the telehealth
intervention on HbA1c during the trial period).

As HbA1c readings for the same individual at different
time points will tend to be correlated, the model in-
cluded a first-order autoregressive correlation structure.
As patients at the same general practice will tend to
have more similar HbA1c readings than patients at
different general practices, the model included random
effects at the general practice (cluster) level. Finally, the
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model included random effects for the time of the read-
ings because these were not made on a fixed schedule.

Comparison of average HbA1c before and after
recruitment
In order to test the robustness of our results to the
models used, we conducted a series of secondary ana-
lyses. These were done on a ‘completer’ basis and thus
were restricted to the subset of study participants who
had at least one HbA1c recorded during the 12-month
trial period. Analyses were conducted at the patient
level, summarising the HbA1c readings recorded for
each individual during the trial period using the mean.
Differences between the treatment groups were then
assessed using mixed linear regression [31]. The model
included random effects for the general practice. As well
as doing unadjusted analysis, we also adjusted for a set
of baseline characteristics in the regression. These were:
last-recorded HbA1c prior to recruitment; age; sex; last-
recorded blood pressure, cholesterol quartile and BMI
quartile prior to recruitment; site (Cornwall, Kent or
Newham); smoking status; co-morbid ischemic heart dis-
ease; and diabetes management (insulin or non-insulin).
We conducted a range of sensitivity analyses with other
model specifications. These are described in Additional
file 2.

Proportions of patients below thresholds
At the time of this trial, general practices in England had
a specific goal to maintain glycosylated haemoglobin
(HbA1c) below 7.5% (58 mmol/mol) for patients with
diabetes. Therefore, we compared the proportion of
intervention and control patients under this threshold,
again averaging multiple readings for the same individual.
Between-group differences were assessed using mixed
logistic regression, with random effects for the general
practice. We also used graphical methods to compare
the distributions of HbA1c between intervention and
control groups (again, averaged over the trial period).
This was done using the HbA1c cut-off points adopted
in a previous study, which used electronic data from
general practices in the UK to examine the relationship
between HbA1c and survival [32].

Ethical approval
The Liverpool Research Ethics Committee (reference 08/
H1005/4) approved the study in all of the participating
sites.

Results
The full WSD trial involved 3,230 patients from 179
general practices [19]. Of these, 817 patients had dia-
betes as their index condition and were recruited before
30 September 2009 (n = 379 control; 438 intervention).
As previously stated, we excluded patients who were
not linked to the routine data (n = 37 control; 32 inter-
vention), did not have a continuous record of general
practice registration (n = 94 control; 76 intervention), or
did not have a confirmed diagnosis of type 2 diabetes
within the general practice data (n = 35 control; 30
intervention). This left us with 513 patients with type 2
diabetes (n = 213 control; 300 intervention), from 112
general practices (Figure 1).
Prior to recruitment, the last-recorded HbA1c was

8.3% (67 mmol/mol) for control patients on average,
compared with 8.5% (69 mmol/mol) for intervention pa-
tients (standardised difference 10.6, variance ratio 1.3) –
see Table 1. A similar proportion in each group had been
prescribed insulin in the year before recruitment (46.5%
of control patients vs. 49.7% of intervention patients).
Rates of prescription of sulphonylureas were also similar
(41.3% of control patients vs. 40.3% of intervention
patients), though a smaller proportion of control than
intervention patients had been prescribed metformin
(69.5% vs. 77.3%). Compared with the control group, the
intervention group was larger (300 vs. 213), more likely
to be female (46.7% of patients vs. 35.7%) and younger
(mean age 63.9 years vs. 66.2).
During the 12-month trial period, the majority of the

513 patients included in the study had at least one
recorded HbA1c (95.3% of control patients and 93.0% of
intervention patients). The mean number of HbA1c
readings per patient during this period was 1.9 (median
2, range 0–7), with no difference in the distribution of
number of readings between control and intervention
groups (chi-square statistic 5.14, p = 0.64). Readings ap-
peared to be recorded uniformly within the trial period
(Kolmogorov-Smirnov statistic 0.028, p > 0.25).
The repeated measures analysis (conducted on the full

sample of 513 patients) found that the intervention
patients had lower HbA1c than control patients during
the 12-month trial period, by 0.21% (2.3 mmol/mol) in
favour of the intervention group. This difference was
statistically significant at the 5% level, with a 95% confi-
dence interval ranging from 0.04% (0.4 mmol/mol) to
0.38% (4.2 mmol/mol) (p = 0.013).
Secondary analysis was restricted to the 457 patients

with at least one HbA1c reading in the years before and
after recruitment (Table 2). Among control patients,
mean HbA1c was 8.41% (68 mmol/mol) during the year
before recruitment, and 8.38% (68 mmol/mol) during
the 12-month trial period. Mean HbA1c thus showed
little change among control patients. However, it fell
among intervention patients from 8.38% (68 mmol/mol)
to 8.15% (66 mmol/mol). Differences between treatment
groups were not statistically significant in the un-
adjusted analysis, though they reached significance
when adjusting for baseline characteristics - see Table 2.



Figure 1 Flow of patients into the study.
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Sensitivity analysis found that, although effect sizes did
not depend heavily on the model specification, statis-
tical significance was not always reached (Additional
file 2).
Compared with controls, a smaller proportion of the

intervention group appeared to have high mean
HbA1c during the trial period (Figure 2). During the
12-month trial period, 30.4% of control patients had
mean HbA1c less than the 7.5% threshold targeted by
general practices (58 mmol/mol), compared with 38.0% of
intervention patients. This difference was not statisti-
cally significant in the unadjusted analysis (odds ratio
1.43, 95% CI, 0.94 to 2.17, p = 0.095), though it
approached significance when adjusting for baseline
characteristics (adjusted odds ratio 1.63, 95% CI, 0.99
to 2.68, p = 0.053).
Discussion
The Whole Systems Demonstrator trial tested the effect
of telehealth in the context of whole system redesign in
three areas of England. Its pragmatic design allowed for
the recruitment of very large numbers of patients, making
it the largest randomised controlled trial of telehealth
conducted thus far. We found that, among a subset of 513
participants with type 2 diabetes, telehealth was associated
with modestly lower HbA1c than usual care over a 12-
month period, by around 0.21% (2.3 mmol/mol). Follow-
ing recruitment, HbA1c fell from 8.38% to 8.15% (68 to
66 mmol/mol) among telehealth participants, whilst there
was broadly no change among controls. Telehealth ap-
peared to be associated with a higher proportion of pa-
tients meeting the 7.5% (58 mmol/mol) threshold that was
targeted by general practices in England at the time of the



Table 1 Baseline characteristics of study cohort (all data are proportions of patients unless otherwise specified)

Control
(N = 213)

Intervention
(N = 300)

Standardised difference
(variance ratio)

Site

Cornwall 20.2 22.3 5.2

Kent 24.9 14.3 −26.8

Newham 54.9 63.3 17.2

Other targeted conditions

COPD 11.3 16.3 14.7

Heart failure 12.7 13.0 1.0

Age

Mean (SD) age in years 66.2 (11.9) 63.9 (13.0) −18.2 (1.2)

<65 years 43.7 50.7 14.1

65-74 years 31.0 29.7 −2.9

75-84 years 21.1 16.3 −12.3

> = 85 years 4.2 3.3 −4.7

Female 35.7 46.7 22.5

Ethnicity

White 55.4 51.7 −7.5

Other 33.3 30.3 −6.4

Unknown 11.3 18.0 19.1

Area-level deprivation score*

Mean (SD) 34.2 (13.0) 36.7 (14.4) 18.3 (1.2)

First quartile 4.2 4.3 0.5

Second quartile 8.0 7.0 −3.7

Third quartile 23.9 18.7 −12.9

Fourth quartile 63.8 70.0 13.1

Mean Combined Model score (SD)** 0.25 (0.18) 0.24 (0.19) −3.8 (1.2)

Ischemic heart disease 14.6 8.3 −19.6

Diabetes management in prior year

Insulin 46.5 49.7 6.4

Sulphonylureas 41.3 40.3 −2.0

Metformin 69.5 77.3 17.8

Thiazolidinediones 9.4 12.3 9.5

Smoking status

Never 42.3 46.3 8.2

Current 12.2 10.7 −4.8

Ex smoker 45.5 43.0 −5.1

Latest clinical readings (mean (SD))

HbA1c 8.3 (1.7) 8.5 (1.8) 10.6 (1.3)

Body-mass index (BMI)*** 30.3 (5.9) 31.8 (6.6) 24.2 (1.3)

Cholesterol**** 4.3 (1.1) 4.3 (1.4) 2.5 (1.5)

Systolic blood pressure 134.4 (17.6) 132.1 (19.1) −12.6 (1.2)

Diastolic blood pressure 74.3 (10.2) 75.0 (10.3) 6.3 (1.0)

Latest HbA1c < = 7.5% 35.7 33.3 −4.9
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Table 1 Baseline characteristics of study cohort (all data are proportions of patients unless otherwise specified)
(Continued)

Mean (SD) health care contacts per patient in prior year

Practice nurses 6.0 (7.5) 4.9 (7.7) −15.0 (1.1)

General practitioner 8.5 (7.2) 9.2 (6.0) 10.2 (0.7)

Elective admissions 0.5 (1.2) 0.4 (0.8) −15.7 (0.5)

Emergency admissions 0.5 (1.1) 0.5 (1.0) −3.7 (0.7)

Outpatient attendances 6.7 (8.9) 5.8 (6.9) −11.1 (0.6)

Emergency department visits 0.5 (1.1) 0.7 (1.3) 16.2 (1.2)

Hospital bed days 3.3 (6.4) 3.7 (9.3) 5.4 (2.1)

SD = standard deviation.
*Based on the Index of Multiple Deprivation, 2007, attributed to small areas of residence.
**Combined Model score is the estimated probability of emergency hospitalization within the 12-month trial period [33].
***N = 189 (control); 245 (intervention).
****N = 212 (control); 298 (intervention).
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trial, though this did not quite reach statistical significance
(38.0% vs. 30.4% of patients, adjusted odds ratio 1.63, 95%
CI, 0.99 to 2.68, p = 0.053).

Strengths and weaknesses
The complexity of the recruitment processes and the
size of the trial meant that we relied on routine electronic
data for HbA1c, rather than bespoke data collection.
Routine data offer promising opportunities for research
[34], and this study offers one model for how routinely-
recorded clinical information can be used in analyses of
randomised controlled trials. One challenge was that
the timing of the available HbA1c measurements was
contingent on decisions made by patients and profes-
sionals, rather than, as in a conventional trial, specified
by the trial protocol. If, for example, HbA1c tends to be
taken in response to concerns about patient health, we
may have disproportionately sampled HbA1c when it
was higher. In assessing the potential bias from our
data-collection approach, we were reassured that the
intervention itself did not appear to lead to changes in
the frequency of measurement. Further, results from
our primary and secondary analyses were similar. As
the secondary analysis averaged multiple readings re-
corded for each individual, they ensured that all individ-
uals contributed equal weight to the analysis, regardless
of the number of readings made for each one The
Table 2 Secondary analysis of HbA1c (%) for patients with lev
the year of the trial itself

Control group mean
(standard deviation) (n = 191)

Interventio
(standard de

Before trial During trial Before trial

Mean HbA1c 8.41 (1.64) 8.38 (1.60) 8.38 (1.68)

*Adjusted for age; sex; last recorded HbA1c, blood pressure, cholesterol quartile an
ischemic heart disease; and diabetes management (insulin or non-insulin).
similarity of the results of the analyses suggests that
they were not biased towards patients who attended
general practice most often. We note that our findings
reflect the average HbA1c recorded over a 12-month
period. We did not assess whether short-term effects on
HbA1c (such as at three months) were larger than those
at 12 months. This could have occurred, if, for example,
patients adhered to the monitoring schedule more
closely at the start than at the end of the trial.
Selection bias is recognised as a risk in cluster rando-

mised trials, particularly when the individuals recruiting
patients have foreknowledge about treatment allocations,
as might sometimes have been the case in this trial. Re-
assuringly, we did not find large baseline differences
between intervention and control groups in the pri-
mary study of all 3,230 patients [19]. In the current
study, with smaller samples, larger differences were
more likely to have occurred by chance. The most not-
able difference concerned the size of the treatment
groups (300 patients for the intervention group vs. 213
patients for the control group). Furthermore, although
general practices in the intervention and control arms
typically provided similar numbers of patients for the
current study (median 3 patients in each arm), some
intervention practices supplied up to 38 patients, com-
pared with up to 16 for control practices. This pattern
was also not systematic across the wider trial, and
els recorded within the year before the trial and within

n group mean
viation) (n = 266)

Difference in mean HbA1c during trial
(95% confidence interval)

During trial Unadjusted Adjusted*

8.15 (1.49)

−0.26 −0.30

(−0.60, 0.07) (−0.52, −0.07)

p = 0.125 p = 0.009

d BMI quartile; site (Cornwall, Kent or Newham); smoking status; co-morbid



Figure 2 Distribution of mean HbA1c during trial period. Bands are based on Currie et al. (2010) [32].
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indeed the primary study found differences in cluster
sizes in the opposite direction [19].
To limit the impact of selection bias, we conducted

analysis on an intention-to-treat basis and adjusted for
important prognostic variables including age, smoking
status, co-morbid ischemic heart disease, and diabetes
management. Adjustment tended to make estimated
effect sizes larger. The use of routine data meant that
some covariates of interest were not available, in particu-
lar time since diagnosis, prior self-monitoring activity
and micro-vascular complications. We therefore had to
rely on randomisation to balance these characteristics
between intervention and control groups. Although clus-
ter randomisation has limitations, it reduced the scope
for contamination between treatment groups as no gen-
eral practice provided care for both telehealth and con-
trol participants. Individual randomisation would not
have been acceptable to the stakeholders involved in this
study [14].
Approximately 80% of the individuals invited to par-

ticipate in the WSD trial refused to do so [19]. Such high
rates of patient refusal are not unusual for telehealth
trials [35], and by themselves suggest that telehealth
might not always meet the perceived needs of patients
and that many patients may be reluctant to change from
their current mode of care [23,36]. A qualitative study
explored the reasons given by patients for not participat-
ing in the WSD trial. These related to the requirements
for technical competence and operation of the telehealth
equipment; threats to identity, independence and self-
care; and expectations and experiences of disruption to
services [23]. One implication of the high refusal rate is
that the included patients were probably not fully repre-
sentative of the wider population with type 2 diabetes.
Compared to cross-sectional studies of the diabetes
population, the current study included a relatively high
proportion of insulin-treated patients (49.7%) [3]. Also,
baseline levels of HbA1c were higher in the current
study than in IDEATel [11] (mean 8.5% vs. 7.4%, or 69
vs. 57 mmol/mol). Some comorbidity arose from the
other two conditions targeted by WSD, namely heart
failure (affecting 13.0% of intervention patients) and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (affecting 16.3%).
Overall, it seems likely that we studied a population with
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relatively less well-controlled diabetes. A formal, empir-
ical assessment of the generalisability of the WSD trial is
planned in relation to its primary endpoint of hospital-
isation. This assessment will use observational data sets
to compare the baseline characteristics and outcomes of
WSD control patients with the baseline characteristics
and outcomes of patients receiving usual care outside of
the trial [37].
Usual care already consisted of a blend of different

(non-telehealth) approaches to improving glycaemic
control. Information was not available on rates of self-
monitoring in the control group, but it would not have
been universal [4]. Telehealth was implemented in the
context of wider, whole-systems redesigns on-going in
the sites. This redesign might have affected care deliv-
ered to both intervention and control patients, though
a companion study found that the extent of integra-
tion achieved during the evaluation period was quite
limited [22].
Although the WSD sites were diverse, they were

selected based on their history of innovations in these
areas of care. Furthermore, there was dedicated funding
and project management for telehealth in this trial. Tele-
health might have different effects in other settings, and
important factors might include: which patients are re-
cruited; the available staff and how they undertake their
roles; other on-going approaches to managing long-term
conditions; the local context, including financial incen-
tives; integration between care teams; and the details of
the telehealth and health information technology and
monitoring systems. In general, the recruitment and mon-
itoring protocols used in randomised controlled trials can
affect outcomes for both intervention and control groups,
for example through Hawthorne effects [38].

Comparison with existing studies
Our findings are in line with previous meta-analyses of
the effect of telehealth versus usual care. One of these
meta-analyses examined 12 randomised controlled
trials and found reductions in HbA1c of around 0.22%,
or 2.4 mmol/mol (95% CI, 0.08 to 0.35%, or 0.9 to
3.8 mmol/mol) [10]. Another examined 15 trials and
found smaller impacts (−0.10% or 1.1 mmol/mol) that
did not reach statistical significance [39]. In compari-
son to these meta-analyses, larger effect sizes where
found in a review of telehealth interventions using mobile
phones for patients [40]. These interventions were associ-
ated with reductions in HbA1c of 0.8%, or 8.7 mmol/mol
(95% CI, 0.5 to 1.1%, or 5.5 to 12.0 mmol/mol). Overall,
the evidence suggests that interventions such as telehealth
are, at best, associated with modest reductions in HbA1c
compared with usual care [41].
A number of differences exist between WSD and the

previous IDEATel trial, which found larger impacts on
HbA1c [12]. For example, the telehealth services devel-
oped by the WSD sites were largely based in primary
care [14], while IDEATel contained an element of case
management under diabetologist supervision. A particu-
lar feature of WSD is that we left the development of
telehealth services largely to the participating sites. Al-
though the resulting plurality might be problematic for
the purposes of replicating the specific interventions, in
some ways it is the merit of a pragmatic trial as it means
that our results reflect decisions made by local teams,
thus increasing their generalisability to routine clinical
practice.

Conclusions
In this study, telehealth led to modest improvements in
glycaemic control among people with type 2 diabetes as
indicated by glycosylated haemoglobin (HbA1c), at least
over 12 months. The improvements (0.21%, 95% CI, 0.04%
to 0.38% - equating to 2.3 mmol/mol, 95% CI, 0.4 to 4.2)
are consistent with previous meta-analyses.
Although further investigation is warranted, it seems

doubtful that the improvements in HbA1c that we
detected in the current study were sufficiently large to
produce substantial patient benefit. Other interventions,
which report reductions in complications from diabetes,
have shown larger reductions in HbA1c than the current
study. For example, the Diabetes Control and Complica-
tions Trial (DCCT) reported that intensive therapy
produced HbA1c values that were around 2% lower than
standard therapy, among insulin-dependent patients
[42]. Also, on the basis of the current study, it is not
possible to know whether reductions in HbA1c would
be sustained beyond one year. The United Kingdom Pro-
spective Diabetes Study (UK PDS) found that intensive
glycaemic control was associated with continuing reduc-
tions in the risk of complications, even though HbA1c
converged to the level experienced by those receiving
conventional therapy after the first year [43]. However,
the short-term HbA1c differences detected by the UK
PDS were larger than those in the current study, and
were assessed at 12 months, rather than across a
12-month period as in the current study.
A final and important consideration is that, since the

DCCT, research has suggested that the implications of
tighter glycaemic control on patient outcomes are un-
clear, and furthermore depend on the patient [2,32,44].
Thus, although some meta-analyses have found that in-
tensive glycaemic control is associated with lower rates
of major cardiovascular events in trials [45-47], another
has suggested that the harms associated with severe
hypoglycaemia might counterbalance the potential bene-
fits of intensive glycaemic control [48]. An observational
study found a U-shaped relationship between HbA1c
and survival, with more deaths occurring at the bottom
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as well as the top of the HbA1c distribution compared
with at the middle (7.5% or 58.5 mmol/mol). Another
observational study found a U-shaped relationship be-
tween HbA1c and self-reported hypoglycaemia [49].
In light of the complex relationship between achieved

HbA1c levels and patient outcomes, decision-making
should take account of other outputs from the Whole
Systems Demonstrator evaluation, including the forth-
coming analysis of disease-specific quality of life, and the
existing outputs regarding poor overall cost effectiveness
[21]. Future, longer-term studies could examine impacts
of telehealth on complications of diabetes, such as retin-
opathy and acute myocardial infarction.
Additional files

Additional file 1: Contains information on the Read codes used to
derive variables from the general practice data sets.

Additional file 2: Contains sensitivity analysis to model specification.
Competing interests
There were no competing interests.
Authors’ contributions
AS led the collection of routine data sets for this paper, conducted the
analysis and drafted the manuscript. MB provided advice throughout. HD
was statistical adviser, while ET conducted the background literature review
and contributed towards the production of the manuscript while based at
the Nuffield Trust. SN contributed to the manuscript and was Principal
Investigator for the Whole Systems Demonstrator trial. All authors reviewed
the manuscript. The authors collectively made the decision to submit the
manuscript for publication. All authors read and approved the final
manuscript.
Acknowledgements
The study was funded by the Department of Health in England. The
Department of Health reviewed the protocol for the study and provided
project manager support for the implementation of telehealth in the study
sites. We thank all the study participants; staff from the three sites; and Bupa
Health Dialog for managing the remote collection of primary care data and
providing predictive modelling analytic data files. The Whole Systems
Demonstrator Evaluation Team contributed to periodic discussions of this
study during team meetings.
In addition to the authors of this paper, the Whole Systems Demonstrator
Evaluation Team included: Peter Bower, Martin Cartwright, Shashivadan P
Hirani, Lorna Rixon, Michelle Beynon, James Barlow, Jane Hendy, Martin
Knapp, Catherine Henderson, Anne Rogers, Caroline Sanders, and Raymond
Fitzpatrick.
We would like to thank three peer reviewers (Geert Goderis, Susannah
McLean and Neil Smart) who sent helpful comments on an earlier version of
this paper.
The data analysis for this paper was generated using SAS software, versions
9.3 and 9.4, copyright © 2002–2013 by SAS Institute, Inc. SAS and all other
SAS Institute, Inc. product or service names are registered trademarks or
trademarks of SAS Institute, Inc., Cary, NC, USA.

Author details
1The Nuffield Trust, London, UK. 2Oxford Outcomes, Oxford, UK. 3School of
Health Sciences, City University London, London, UK.

Received: 4 February 2014 Accepted: 23 July 2014
Published: 6 August 2014
References
1. Bardsley M, Steventon A, Smith J, Dixon J: Evaluating Integrated and

Community-Based Care: How Do We Know What Works? London: Nuffield
Trust; 2013.

2. Inzucchi SE, Bergenstal RM, Buse JB, Diamant M, Ferrannini E, Nauck M,
Peters AL, Tsapas A, Wender R, Matthews DR: Management of
hyperglycemia in type 2 diabetes: a patient-centered approach: position
statement of the American Diabetes Association (ADA) and the
European Association for the Study of Diabetes (EASD). Diabetes Care
2012, 35:1364–1379.

3. Stone MA, Charpentier G, Doggen K, Kuss O, Lindblad U, Kellner C, Nolan J,
Pazderska A, Rutten G, Trento M, Khunti K: Quality of care of people with
type 2 diabetes in eight European Countries: findings from the
Guideline Adherence to Enhance Care (GUIDANCE) study. Diabetes Care
2013, 36:2628–2638.

4. Clar C, Barnard K, Cummins E, Royle P, Waugh N: Self-monitoring of blood
glucose in type 2 diabetes: systematic review. Health Technol Assess 2010,
14:1–140.

5. Kempf K, Tankova T, Martin S: ROSSO-in-praxi-international: long-term
effects of self-monitoring of blood glucose on glucometabolic control in
patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus not treated with insulin. Diabetes
Technol Ther 2013, 15:89–96.

6. Virdi NS, Lefebvre P, Parisé H, Duh MS, Pilon D, Laliberté F, Sundaresan D,
Garber L, Dirani R: Association of self-monitoring of blood glucose use on
glycated hemoglobin and weight in newly diagnosed, insulin-naïve adult
patients with type 2 diabetes. J Diabetes Sci Technol 2013, 7:1229–1242.

7. McLean S, Protti D, Sheikh A: Telehealthcare for long term conditions. BMJ
2011, 342:d120.

8. West SP, Lagua C, Trief PM, Izquierdo R, Weinstock RS: Goal setting using
telemedicine in rural underserved older adults with diabetes:
experiences from the informatics for diabetes education and
telemedicine project. Telemed J E Health 2010, 16:405–416.

9. Department of Health: Our Health, Our Care, Our Say: A New Direction for
Community Services. Cm 6737. London: The Stationery Office; 2006.

10. Polisena J, Tran K, Cimon K, Hutton B, McGill S, Palmer K: Home telehealth
for diabetes management: a systematic review and meta-analysis.
Diabetes Obes Metab 2009, 11:913–930.

11. Shea S, Weinstock RS, Starren J, Teresi J, Palmas W, Field L, Morin P, Goland
R, Izquierdo RE, Wolff LT, Ashraf M, Hilliman C, Silver S, Meyer S, Holmes D,
Petkova E, Capps L, Lantigua RA: A randomized trial comparing
telemedicine case management with usual care in older, ethnically
diverse, medically underserved patients with diabetes mellitus. J Am Med
Inform Assoc 2006, 13:40–51.

12. Weinstock RS, Teresi JA, Goland R, Izquierdo R, Palmas W, Eimicke JP, Ebner
S, Shea S: Glycemic control and health disparities in older ethnically
diverse underserved adults with diabetes: five-year results from the
Informatics for Diabetes Education and Telemedicine (IDEATel) study.
Diabetes Care 2011, 34:274–279.

13. Shea S, Weinstock RS, Teresi JA, Palmas W, Starren J, Cimino JJ, Lai AM, Field
L, Morin PC, Goland R, Izquierdo RE, Ebner S, Silver S, Petkova E, Kong J,
Eimicke JP: A randomized trial comparing telemedicine case
management with usual care in older, ethnically diverse, medically
underserved patients with diabetes mellitus: 5 year results of the
IDEATel study. J Am Med Inform Assoc 2009, 16:446–456.

14. Bower P, Cartwright M, Hirani SP, Barlow J, Hendy J, Knapp M, Henderson C,
Rogers A, Sanders C, Bardsley M, Steventon A, Fitzpatrick R, Doll H, Newman
S: A comprehensive evaluation of the impact of telemonitoring in
patients with long-term conditions and social care needs: protocol for
the whole systems demonstrator cluster randomised trial. BMC Health
Serv Res 2011, 11:184.

15. Bergmo TS: Can economic evaluation in telemedicine be trusted? A
systematic review of the literature. Cost Eff Resour Alloc 2009, 7:18.

16. Roland M, Torgerson DJ: Understanding controlled trials: What are
pragmatic trials? BMJ 1998, 316:285–285.

17. Steventon A, Bardsley M, Billings J, Dixon J, Doll H, Beynon M, Hirani SP,
Cartwright M, Rixon L, Knapp M, Henderson C, Rogers A, Hendy J,
Fitzpatrick R, Newman S: Effect of telecare on use of health and social
care services: findings from the Whole Systems Demonstrator cluster
randomised trial. Age Ageing 2013, 42:501–508.

18. Hirani SP, Beynon M, Cartwright M, Rixon L, Doll H, Henderson C, Bardsley
M, Steventon A, Knapp M, Rogers A, Bower P, Sanders C, Fitzpatrick R,

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1472-6963-14-334-S1.docx
http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1472-6963-14-334-S2.docx


Steventon et al. BMC Health Services Research 2014, 14:334 Page 12 of 12
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/14/334
Hendy J, Newman SP: The effect of telecare on the quality of life and
psychological well-being of elderly recipients of social care over a
12-month period: the Whole Systems Demonstrator cluster randomised
trial. Age Ageing 2013, 43:334–341.

19. Steventon A, Bardsley M, Billings J, Dixon J, Doll H, Hirani S, Cartwright M,
Rixon L, Knapp M, Henderson C, Rogers A, Fitzpatrick R, Hendy J, Newman
S: Effect of telehealth on use of secondary care and mortality: findings
from the Whole System Demonstrator cluster randomised trial. BMJ 2012,
344:e3874.

20. Cartwright M, Hirani SP, Rixon L, Beynon M, Doll H, Bower P, Bardsley M,
Steventon A, Knapp M, Rogers A, Fitzpatrick R, Barlow J, Newman SP: Effect
of telehealth on quality of life and psychological outcomes over
12 months (Whole Systems Demonstrator telehealth questionnaire
study): nested study of patient reported outcomes in a pragmatic,
cluster randomised controlled trial. BMJ 2013, 346:1–20.

21. Henderson C, Knapp M, Fernandez J-L, Beecham J, Hirani SP, Cartwright M,
Rixon L, Beynon M, Rogers A, Bower P, Doll H, Fitzpatrick R, Steventon A,
Bardsley M, Hendy J, Newman SP: Cost effectiveness of telehealth for
patients with long term conditions (Whole Systems Demonstrator
telehealth questionnaire study): nested economic evaluation in a
pragmatic, cluster randomised controlled trial. BMJ 2013, 346:f1035–f1035.

22. Hendy J, Chrysanthaki T, Barlow J, Knapp M, Rogers A, Sanders C, Bower P,
Bowen R, Fitzpatrick R, Bardsley M, Newman S: An organisational analysis
of the implementation of telecare and telehealth: the whole systems
demonstrator. BMC Health Serv Res 2012, 12:403.

23. Sanders C, Rogers A, Bowen R, Bower P, Hirani S, Cartwright M, Fitzpatrick R,
Knapp M, Barlow J, Hendy J, Chrysanthaki T, Bardsley M, Newman SP:
Exploring barriers to participation and adoption of telehealth and
telecare within the Whole System Demonstrator trial: a qualitative study.
BMC Health Serv Res 2012, 12:220.

24. MacNeill V, Sanders C, Fitzpatrick R, Hendy J, Barlow J, Knapp M, Rogers A,
Bardsley M, Newman SP: Experiences of front-line health professionals in
the delivery of telehealth: a qualitative study. Br J Gen Pract 2014,
64:e401–e407.

25. DeMets DL: Current development in clinical trials: issues old and new.
Stat Med 2012, 31:2944–2954.

26. NHS Employers and General Practitioners Committee: Quality and Outcomes
Framework Guidance for GMS Contract 2009 / 10. London: NHS Employers;
2009.

27. Bardsley M, Steventon A, Doll H: Impact of telehealth on general practice
contacts: findings from the Whole Systems Demonstrator cluster
randomised trial. BMC Health Serv Res 2013, 13:395.

28. Puffer S, Torgerson DJ, Watson J: Evidence for risk of bias in cluster
randomised trials: review of recent trials published in three general
medical journals. BMJ 2003, 327:785.

29. Imai K, King G, Stuart EA: Misunderstandings between experimentalists
and observationalists about causal inference. J R Stat Soc Ser A (Stat Soc)
2008, 171:481–502.

30. Austin PC: Balance diagnostics for comparing the distribution of baseline
covariates between treatment groups in propensity-score matched
samples. Stat Med 2009, 28:3083–3107.

31. Frison L, Pocock SJ: Repeated measures in clinical trials: analysis using
mean summary statistics and its implications for design. Stat Med 1992,
11:1685–1704.

32. Currie CJ, Peters JR, Tynan A, Evans M, Heine RJ, Bracco OL, Zagar T, Poole
CD: Survival as a function of HbA (1c) in people with type 2 diabetes: a
retrospective cohort study. Lancet 2010, 375:481–489.

33. Wennberg D, Siegel M, Darin B, Filipova N, Russell R, Kenney L, Steinort K,
Park T-R, Cakmakci G, Dixon J, Curry N, Billings J: Combined Predictive Model:
Final Report and Technical Documentation. London: King's Fund; 2006.

34. Staa T-P v, Goldacre B, Gulliford M, Cassell J, Pirmohamed M, Taweel A,
Delaney B, Smeeth L: Pragmatic randomised trials using routine electronic
health records: putting them to the test. BMJ 2012, 344:e55–e55.

35. Subramanian U, Hopp F, Lowery J, Woodbridge P, Smith D: Research in
home-care telemedicine: challenges in patient recruitment. Telemed J E
Health 2004, 10:155–161.

36. Wherton J, Sugarhood P, Procter R, Rouncefield M, Dewsbury G, Hinder S,
Greenhalgh T: Designing assisted living technologies “in the wild”:
preliminary experiences with cultural probe methodology. BMC Med Res
Methodol 2012, 12:188.
37. Stuart EA, Cole SR, Bradshaw CP, Leaf PJ: The use of propensity scores to
assess the generalizability of results from randomized trials. J R Stat Soc
Ser A (Stat Soc) 2011, 174:369–386.

38. McCarney R, Warner J, Iliffe S, van Haselen R, Griffin M, Fisher P: The
Hawthorne Effect: a randomised, controlled trial. BMC Med Res Methodol
2007, 7:30.

39. Verhoeven F, Tanja-dijkstra K, Nijland N, Sc M, Eysenbach G, Van G-p L:
Asynchronous and Synchronous Teleconsultation for Diabetes Care.
J Diabetes Sci Technol 2010, 4:666–684.

40. Liang X, Wang Q, Yang X, Cao J, Chen J, Mo X, Huang J, Wang L, Gu D:
Effect of mobile phone intervention for diabetes on glycaemic control: a
meta-analysis. Diabet Med 2011, 28:455–463.

41. McLean S, Sheikh A, Cresswell K, Nurmatov U, Mukherjee M, Hemmi A,
Pagliari C: The impact of telehealthcare on the quality and safety of care:
a systematic overview. PLoS One 2013, 8:e71238.

42. The Diabetes Control and Complications Trial Research Group: The effect of
intensive treatment of diabetes on the development and progression of
long-term complications in insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus. The
Diabetes Control and Complications Trial Research Group. N Engl J Med
1993, 329:977–986.

43. Holman RR, Paul SK, Bethel MA, Matthews DR, Neil HAW: 10-year follow-up
of intensive glucose control in type 2 diabetes. N Engl J Med 2008,
359:1577–1589.

44. Govan L, Wu O, Briggs A, Colhoun HM, Fischbacher CM, Leese GP, McKnight
JA, Philip S, Sattar N, Wild SH, Lindsay RS: Achieved levels of HbA1c and
likelihood of hospital admission in people with type 1 diabetes in the
Scottish population: a study from the Scottish Diabetes Research
Network Epidemiology Group. Diabetes Care 2011, 34:1992–1997.

45. Ray KK, Seshasai SRK, Wijesuriya S, Sivakumaran R, Nethercott S, Preiss D,
Erqou S, Sattar N: Effect of intensive control of glucose on cardiovascular
outcomes and death in patients with diabetes mellitus: a meta-analysis
of randomised controlled trials. Lancet 2009, 373:1765–1772.

46. Control Group, Turnbull FM, Abraira C, Anderson RJ, Byington RP, Chalmers
JP, Duckworth WC, Evans GW, Gerstein HC, Holman RR, Moritz TE, Neal BC,
Ninomiya T, Patel AA, Paul SK, Travert F, Woodward M: Intensive glucose
control and macrovascular outcomes in type 2 diabetes. Diabetologia
2009, 52:2288–2298.

47. Mannucci E, Monami M, Lamanna C, Gori F, Marchionni N: Prevention of
cardiovascular disease through glycemic control in type 2 diabetes: a
meta-analysis of randomized clinical trials. Nutr Metab Cardiovasc Dis
2009, 19:604–612.

48. Boussageon R, Bejan-angoulvant T: Effect of intensive glucose lowering
treatment on all cause mortality, cardiovascular death, and microvascular
events in type 2 diabetes : meta-analysis. BMJ 2011, 343:d4169.

49. Lipska KJ, Warton EM, Huang ES, Moffett HH, Inzucchi SE, Krumholz HM,
Karter AJ: HbA1c and Risk of Severe Hypoglycemia in Type 2 Diabetes.
Diabetes Care 2013, 36:3535–3542.

doi:10.1186/1472-6963-14-334
Cite this article as: Steventon et al.: Effect of telehealth on glycaemic
control: analysis of patients with type 2 diabetes in the Whole Systems
Demonstrator cluster randomised trial. BMC Health Services Research
2014 14:334.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions
	Trial registration number

	Background
	Methods
	Design of the Whole Systems Demonstrator trial
	Interventions
	Collection of data on HbA1c
	Baseline characteristics
	Analysis of HbA1c frequency
	Comparison using repeated measures models
	Comparison of average HbA1c before and after recruitment
	Proportions of patients below thresholds
	Ethical approval

	Results
	Discussion
	Strengths and weaknesses
	Comparison with existing studies

	Conclusions
	Additional files
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


